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Sierra Club Nuclear Free
 Campaign

We envision an energy efficient world, powered by clean, renewable 
technologies, free from dirty, dangerous, costly nuclear power and its 

legacy of toxic waste.

GOAL AND PROSPECTIVE OUTCOMES

The Sierra Club remains unequivocally opposed to nuclear energy. We are working toward an energy efficient world powered by safe, renewable 
technologies—free from dirty, dangerous, and costly nuclear power and its legacy of radioactive waste. With this in mind, the primary goals of the 
Sierra Club’s Nuclear Free Campaign are to: 

 Stop the construction of proposed new nuclear generating reactors;
 Expedite the retirement and replacement of the existing fleet of nuclear reactors with cleaner clean energy alternatives; 
 Prevent the unsafe storage and transportation of radioactive nuclear waste; and
 Stop uranium mining and enrichment in the United States.

Over the next three years, our campaign will achieve the following outcomes:

● No nuclear reactors licensed or re-licensed, and progress on any existing permits slowed or stalled.
● No new nuclear reactors constructed and progress on any existing construction slowed or stalled. 
● No new uranium mines are started, and existing or proposed mining is challenged.
● No uranium enrichment in the U.S.
● The Grand Canyon and other special places and tribal lands stay protected from uranium mining.
● An agreement that all high-level radioactive waste will be stored in hardened onsite storage.
● Set the state for energy efficiency and renewables effectively replacing at least 50 percent of nuclear power.

Outstanding Achievements of 2013- No Licensing of Nuclear Reactors

No nuclear reactors were completed, licensed or renewed during 2013. Nuclear reactors under construction were cancelled and seriously delayed. 
This was the first time in 15 years that any reactors have been closed.  Sierra Club members stretching from Massachusetts to Florida to California 
were active participants in the campaigns to close these reactors. We combined legal actions with public involvement and education of public offi-
cials.

Our California members assisted with the fight in California against Edison’s San Onofre Plant.  They worked with allies to organize large turnouts 
to hearings.  They created resolutions for the reactor closure that were passed by all of the cities in the area including Los Angeles. They worked to 
obtain public support, partnering with civic groups, obtaining celebrity assistance and providing clear communication through social networking and 
websites.  After Edison bowed to public pressure, our members are continuing to strive for safe storage of the tons of radioactive waste still on the 
reactor site.  

Our Vermont and New Hampshire chapters were rewarded this year by the announcement that Entergy was closing Vermont Yankee.  This reactor 
was a candidate for retirement because of the expensive repairs that it needed to stay safe.  The risk was seen by the local communities to be too 
grave to continue operating the plant.  The closure was a culmination of years of work by local SC members and their allies.

Waste Confidence

The Nuclear Free Campaign volunteers organized members and 
allies coast to coast to attend Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
hearings on “Waste Confidence.”.  Through the club’s Convio 
system, we generated 27,000 email comments to the NRC.  We 
provided talking points, postcards and transportation to the 
hearings.  At one point, the NRC said they had received 4,000 
postcards from us (we had only printed 2,000 at the time).  We 
had allies that printed our cards off of the web.  Over 250 people 
attended in Charlotte, SC, 300 in Chicago, Il and up to 500 
people attended in Tarrytown, NY.  The 13 hearings were held in 
places away from reactor communities, lacking access to public 
transportation and basically inconvenient.  Every volunteer that 
attended was earned by the campaign and their allies. We hope 
that our message against generic EIS and against temporary 
regional storage was heard.



The Nuclear Free Campaign Front End Working Group were sponsors 
for the first International Uranium Film Festival in Window Rock, NM. 
This event held at the Navajo National Museum attracted tribal leaders 
from throughout the Uranium belt. A common theme of the strategy 
sessions was cleanup of toxic dumps which dot the Western landscape 
and the Reservations. Films about mining and milling in the West were 
shown.  Sierrans and tribes agreed to continue to work together on 
these common goals

Front End Working Group sponsors
International Uranium Film Festival

What’s Next
In the short term, we want to continue targeting vulnerable reactors for 
closure.  We want to expose the natural dangers like earthquake and 
flood to the public. We have identified vulnerable plants and hope to 
be able to raise the funds to have legal representation in interventions 
against the NRC.  Our first candidate is Ft. Calhoun in Nebraska, it 
was recently restarted after being down for over two years due to flood 
damage. 

Our Retire the Old Nukes working group will be focusing on their 
top ten reactors. Looking for the fatal flaws to influence closure. We 
will continue to support our members in their work to close their local 
plants. We often act as a clearinghouse of information and assist them 
to find the experts that we need to help us get our messages to the 
public.

We will continue to work on the waste confidence issue, trying to 
find a safe place and way to store the tons of radioactive waste that is 
stored around the country.  Our historical experience with the NRC 
tells us that the EIS that will be released in 2014 will not meet the 
standards that will truly protect the public so we are anticipating fur-
ther legal action.

Stay tuned for more information about Nuclear Summit 2014


